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P erfect fall weather. Delectable eats. Great conversation. 
A shared mission. 
When the county’s like-minded land conservationists 

joined once again at the Easement Authority’s annual gathering 
of donors, easement landowners, and friends, the evening was 
magical. More than 120 guests (a record-setting number by our 
count) enjoyed the camaraderie and cuisine, plus a rum tasting 
and local craft beer on tap.

Hosting the event again this year, 
Authority Vice Chairman George 
Ohrstrom II welcomed the group: 
“This is the Easement Authority’s 
chance to thank you personally for 
all your hard work protecting our 
open spaces. We wouldn’t enjoy the 
beautiful countryside that is Clarke 
County without your support.”

After recognizing Easement 
Authority members, Board of 
Supervisors members, and Planning 
Commission members who attended, 
Ohrstrom reported the current 
conservation easement statistics for Clarke County:

�  A total of 28,980 acres in conservation easement
�  Of that total, 9,718 acres are protected directly through the 

Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority, and 19,262 
acres are with the help of our land-conservation partners 
(for example, the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, Piedmont 
Environmental Council, Land Trust of Virginia, and others) 

� 315 DURs retired
�  “We now have 26% of our acreage protected forever by 

conservation easement. That’s a number to celebrate!”
(Continued on back)

An Evening of Thanks!
Land lovers gather for Easement Authority’s annual BBQ Bash
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� CULTURAL SITES  � SCENIC BYWAYS  � GROUND WATER  � RURAL CHARACTER
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Anne Caldwell Honored at Donor Reception
A touching story from a true believer

Anne was honored earlier this year with the Easement Authority’s 
11th Wingate Mackay-Smith Land Conservation Award for her tireless 
efforts to protect Clarke County’s open spaces. She served on the 
Planning Commission and other county boards from 2002 to 2022. 
While Anne was unable to attend the BBQ Bash to accept her award, 
she passed along this message….

“T  hank you, Randy, George, 
and the other members of the 

Authority for this award recognizing my 
modest contributions to the work of the 
Clarke County Conservation Easement 
Authority. It is humbling and flattering, 
and I am very appreciative of 
this kindness.

As some of you know, shortly after 
moving to Clarke County in 1995, I resumed my lifelong pursuit of 
land-use and land-preservation involvement. Of course, there is a back 
story to this which I have never before shared with anyone. When I was 
about eleven, our family moved from Levittown, Long Island, to an old 
family house in Westchester County, New York. An untouched woodland 
of some 10 to 15 acres bordered the house and instantly became our 
playground for every free moment. To us, this “pristine, vast wilderness” 
generated endless exploration, dangerous escapades, all manner of 
games, camping projects, and unfettered imagination. 

All of you know what inevitably came next. The developer arrived. 
We were devastated but hatched a plan. Under cover of dusk, we 
persistently removed all the stakes marking future lots and houses – a 
predictably futile effort. Time passed and the massive oak trees, wildlife, 
boulders, and supporting woodland cast of trees gave way to cheek-by-
jowl, cookie-cutter, suburban housing. As we became full-on teenagers, 
our family moved away.

Mercifully, all of my subsequent efforts to “manage” development in 
a constructive and responsible fashion have been more adult. However, 
the intensity of my original commitment to preservation of precious open 
space has never subsided. I am grateful to the Authority, its founders, 
and all of you who have provided me an opportunity to channel – 
legally – my love of open, undeveloped space to make our small corner 
of the world a better place. Congratulations and thanks to all of you for 
your commitment and work in this effort. May it never waver.”

— Anne Caldwell, former Clarke County Planning Commission member 

“T
Authority for this award recognizing my 
modest contributions to the work of the 
Clarke County Conservation Easement 
Authority. It is humbling and flattering, 
and I am very appreciative of 
this kindness.

Commission members who attended, 

conservation easement statistics for Clarke County:

Immerse Yourself in Fall’s Wonder!
Nearby programs celebrate our natural resources
� Fri., Nov 7 and Dec 5, Twilight Hikes, Sky Meadows State Park, 

Delaplane. An enchanting evening amidst the rolling Blue Ridge 
Mountains as the world transitions from day to night. 4-6 pm. Free but 
$10 parking fee. dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/sky-meadows 

�  Fri., Nov 21, Snow Bird Walk, Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce. 
Guided bird-watching to look for winter residents like purple finches and 
pine siskins. 8 am. $8 member/$12 non-member. 
blandy.virginia.edu/programs-workshops-walks

�  Sat., Nov 22, Leave Those Leaves. Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce. 
Short talk about insects in leaf litter, then head outdoors to search for 
creatures in the leaves. 2 pm. $8 member/$12 non-member.
blandy.virginia.edu/programs-workshops-walks

�  Sat., Nov 22, Fall Wild Edible Plants, Sky Meadows State Park, 
Delaplane. Advanced survival workshop to learn about edible and medicinal 
plants. 10 am-5 pm. $149. dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/sky-meadows

�  Sat., Dec 13, The Daughter of Stars: Geminid Meteor Shower Watch 
Party, Andy Guest/Shenandoah River State Park, Bentonville. Gather 
along the river and expect to see as many as 100 meteors per hour! 
7-9:00 pm. Free event but $10 parking fee. 
dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/shenandoah-river

�  Anytime.  Self-guided tours of Cool Spring Battlefield, Bluemont. Walk 
the battlefield using the “Through Their Eyes” augmented-reality app on 
your phone, providing audio accounts of soldiers’ experiences. Open daily 
dawn to dusk. su.edu/mcwi/touring-the-battle-of-cool-spring
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THANK YOU, DONORS, For Your Generous & Ongoing Support!
(Our most recent donors are included here. Please consider joining this list. Together, we can protect Clarke County’s open spaces.)

Hetty MacKay-Smith Abeles
Frankie Adamson 
Jane Aisles 
Deborah J. & Bruce Anderson
Scott & Paz Andrae
Wayne & Linda Armbrust
Harry Lee Arnold, Jr.
Bob & Patty Aycock
Rives & Jesse Bacon
Susan Bailey
Timothy & Barbara Bandyke
Jim Barb
Kyle & Elizabeth Barbehenn
Elizabeth Barratt-Brown
Barbara Batterton
Thomas Bauhan
Nantucket-Treweryn Beagles
Joy Belluzzi & Justin Demmerle
Harry Benham
Maxeen Biben
Bill & Anke Blackburn 
Christopher M. Boies
Howard & Carol Borgstrom
Sly Brisco
Barbara Brobst
Stuart & Kate Brown
David & Marti Bryant
Randy Buckley
Steffanie Burgevin
Toby Burke
Edward Burks
Edward & Margaret Burks, Jr.
S. David Burns
David & Kelly Burns
Jeff Burridge*
Beverley Byrd
Alice H. Calhoun
Robert* & Sandra Calhoun

Robin & Jim Cardillo
John & Page Carter
Marianne Casey & Russ Wagner 
Jane Caspar
Rick & Terri Catlett
Robert & Terry Chandler
Charles & Margaret Chase
Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor
David Childs
Brooke Chilvers
Lionel* & Ann Chisholm
Eung & Sung Choi 
Teresa & Tom Clawson 
Robert & Barbara Collis
Peter & Gillian Cook
Jeff & Kathleen Crandell
John & Mary Crawford
Laurie Davis
Jim & Emily Day
Rod & AnnMarie DeArment
Susan Digges
Michael & Joan Domenica
Robinson & Reagan Duncan
Cary Embury
Richard Erb
Donald & Rose Fairman
Farnley Farm
Andy & Barbara Ferrari
Brian & Nikki Ferrell
Delores Fillebrown 
Norman & Joan Fine
Allan & Cathy Frederickson
Ned & Norma Fredrickson
Jessica & Roger Friedman
David George
Michael & Cleo Gewirz
Charles Gillespie
Phillip & Beverly Goode

Bob & Lisa Goshen
Laura & Doug Graham
Mark & Valerie Gribble
Ted Guarriello, Jr. 
   Family Foundation
Frank J. Guenther
Marc & Constance Guevremont
Joseph & Susie Guenther
William & Judith Hahn
Janet Hamer
Michelle Hamilton
Matthew Hannan
Jeff & Celie Harris
Lucille Harris
Harry Harris & Patsy Aikey
Wendell Hawken
Joanne Herrera 
Marty Hiatt 
Jimmy & Betsy Hill
Thomas Hill
Sven & Esra Hlywiak 
Dirck Holscher & Karen Fox
Chris & Andie Howells
Zack Hudson
Robert & Jennifer Irwin
David & Candy Jackson
Douglas & Diane Jackson
Timothy & Tracy Jaeger
Bill & Jane Johnston
Michelle Jones
Barbara Keebler & 
   Terrence Giroux 
Jeffrey & Erika Kelble 
George Kerns
Hoon Kim
Kelly & Diana Kincannon
Eleanore Kobetz
June & Warren Krupsaw 

Ashley Laird
Frank Lee
G. Robert Lee
Jacob & Kathy Lee 
Robert & Ann Lesman
Robert J. Levy & 
   Jennie Lee Thompson
Chris & Nancy Liggett
Patricia Little & 
   Raymond Barbehenn
Joy & Carey Lokey
Gerald Lunt
Juliet Mackay-Smith
Justin & Meridith Mackay-Smith
Matthew* & Wingate 
   Mackay-Smith
A. & Leigh Mackay-Smith, Jr.
Paul & Annie Mahon
Gwendolyn Malone
Jane Mandelbaum
Charles & Elaine Marshall
John & Sophee Mason
Winslow McCagg
Lester & Catherine McConville
Bill & Anne McIntosh
Sandra & Charlie McIntosh
Bev & Stephanie McKay
Patsy McKelvy
Russell McKelway & 
   Laura Dabinett
Michael McKenney
William & Leslie McLean
William McShea
Ihrie Means
Mary Ann Milosavich 
Virginia Page Mitchell
Dev & Betsy Morrison 
Joseph & Tamara Myer

Arvind & Meenakshi Nandedkar
Suzanne Odiorne
George Ohrstrom II
Jack Parrack
Joseph Pascale
Barbara Payne & Noel Grove
Kate Petranech
Bryan & Beth Plater
Joseph Ponte
Eileen Powell
Kenneth Pruitt
Nina & Bob Randolph
Parthenia Randolph 
John-Paul Rankin 
Victor & Laura Raphael, Jr.
Marc & Eileen Read
Scott Riffle 
Daniel & Margaret Riley 
Caroline & David Roberts
Charles & Linda Roberts
Ian Roberts
Patricia & Neal Robinson
Gerald & Leona Rucker
Ralf & Phyllis Ruedinger
James* & Mary Ruos
Robert Schonder
Jack Schutte
Mary Serock
Darlene & Ralph Shaffer
Robin Short
Stephen Skordinski
Nick & Kathy Smart
Lowell & Elyse Smith
Stacey Spadafora
John Staelin & Elizabeth Locke
Sara Stern
Sid Stern
The Stern Foundation

Eric & Kathryn Steuer
Louise & Robert Stieg, Jr. 
Doris Stimpson
Katherine Suh
Richard Sullivan
Dennis Taylor & 
   Amanda Wilcoxen
Alison Teetor
Walker & William Thomas
Vern Underwood & 
   Carol Schiebel
Lockett & Jerry Van Voorhis 
E. Hawley Van Wyck
D. Brook Middleton
   Virginia Easement Exchange
Laurie Volk
Marcia & Bill Waite
Rick Wallace & Tim Harvey
Beverly Weinsier
David & Anne Weiss
Jeffrey & Christie Anne Weiss
William Weiss
Karel Wennink
David & Lesa Wesley
Margaret M. Wester
F. Douglas & 
   Judith Whitehouse
Dale & Stacy Wilson
Sylvia Wilson
Paul & Brenda Wood
Alan & Sharon Young

*Deceased

Fall 2025

Alan & Sharon Young

Your Contribution is 100% 
Tax 

Deductible!

Bringing Back 
the Sunday Drive
Got a favorite? Tell us!

If you’re like us, 
you can recall 

Sunday afternoons 
years ago when your 
family piled into the 
station wagon and meandered down back roads, around bends, 
past streams, and along miles of pastures and wooded acreage, 
maybe even ending with a stop for ice cream. The simple goal: 
Take in the beauty of wide open spaces and absorb nature at its 
seasonal best.

Let’s do that again!
We know you know Clarke County is filled with off-the-

beaten-path roadways that promise a joyful trip without a 
destination (sometimes that’s the best kind).

So where are your favorite Sunday drives? 
Tell us your best wanderings. If we discover some great treks, 

we’ll share them. Email your suggestions to Lorien Lemmon at 
llemmon@clarkecounty.gov. 

Please join us in helping preserve open space in Clarke County. Complete & mail this form together 
with your check or credit card instructions in an envelope to the address below.   

YES! I want to help preserve open space in Clarke County.  
��    Please accept the enclosed donation in the amount checked below made payable to 

Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority.

�� Instead, please charge my credit card for the amount checked below.  � � MasterCard  �� VISA

Account Number        Exp. Date         /      Security Code

Name as it appears on the account 

Signature 

� $35  � $50  � $75  � $100  � $250  � $500  � $1,000  � Other $_____

Name            Email

Address

City      State       ZIP
Make check payable to: Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority & mail to the address at left.

Clarke County
Conservation 
Easement 
Authority 
101 Chalmers Court
Berryville, VA  22611

Make your donation online at www.clarkelandconservation.org or scan here to donate.

An Evening of Thanks (Continued from front)

Ohrstrom also spotlighted Anne Caldwell, a former member of 
Clarke County’s Planning Commission, who was named the recipient 
of the Authority’s 11th Wingate Mackay-Smith Land Conservation 
Award earlier this year. He shared anecdotes from his time working 
with Caldwell on the Planning Commission. Her community service 
on county boards and commissions spanned two decades, from 
2002 to 2022.

“During that time, Anne was committed to land conservation 
and became an ambassador for conservation easements,” 
Ohrstrom said. “She always did her homework and shared her 
well-researched insights. Even today, we benefit from Anne’s 
contributions to Clarke County’s planning process. As she once 
said: ‘Easements are one of the few ways to preserve precious 
pieces of land, especially in Clarke, where the pressure 
is enormous…. It’s an amazing county. Its values and 
philosophy about land use permeate everything.’”

“We ask all of you here to please continue to be ambassadors, 
like Anne Caldwell, for land conservation in Clarke County,” 
Ohrstrom concluded. “Tell your neighbors, your relatives, your friends 
how vital our open spaces are to the character of our community.”

Got a favorite? Tell us!
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