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“It’s Like a Wheel ... An Unending Promise to Our Neighbors When We're Gone”
Duck Pond Owners Expand Easement Wlth Land Purchase

hen Marti Bryant first visited

Clarke County with a fellow

equestrian in 1982 — the two
had seen a mention of the Blue Ridge
Hunt in a magazine — little did she know
the trip was the beginning of a life-
changing adventure.

Today, Marti and her husband, David,
own Duck Pond, the sweet homestead
off Old Winchester Road in Boyce. The
original portion of the house was built in
1870. Additions subsequently were made,
including mirroring porches on each side
of the house, with identical furnishings —
complete with binoculars to birdwatch — and breathtaking views of
rolling terrain, magnificent trees, visiting fauna.

After many treks to the area, one day when the time came to
pack up and head back to Baton Rouge, where David had spent his
entire life and Marti had lived for four decades, David recalls their
moment of revelation: “We looked at each other and said, you know,
we want to stay here.”

They've been settled
at Duck Pond for seven
years now.

Recently, the Bryants
had the opportunity to
purchase approximately

60 acres from a
neighboring property

owner. They jumped at

the chance, adding to
eir existing 40-acre parcel. The initial property
had been protected by an easement held by the Virginia Outdoors
Foundation since 1976. The Bryants then approached the Clarke
County Conservation Easement Authority about merging the
properties into a larger easement.

“We worked on transferring the Bryants” Virginia Outdoors
Foundation easement to the Clarke County Conservation Easement
Authority as the holder and also placing the remainder of the
adjacent land still owned by the seller, about 28 acres, into

Time to Celebrate!
The Easement Authority’s Annual Donors & Friends
BBQ Bash, Friday, October 11, 2024, 6-8pm
Hosted by Easement Authority member George Ohrstrom Il
at Camden, 400 Sunny Canyon Lane, Boyce, VA
s a huge “thank you” for the involvement and generosity of
he Conservation Easement Authority’s donors, landowners,
and other supporters throughout the year, the Authority is once
again hosting its annual reception.
Please join us for the festivities — a delicious bbq dinner, a
special scotch whisky tasting, and, of course, lots of camaraderie!
Please RSVP to Office Manager Danielle Ritter by October 4 at
dritter@clarkecounty.gov or call 540-955-5132.
Feel free to bring along a friend or neighbor who may be
interested in learning more about our conservation mission.
Thank you for all you do to support land conservation

in Clarke County!

At Duck Pond, Marti and David Bryant enjoy the many trails with
their trusty companions Millie and Hilde

easement,” explains Lorien Lemmon,
the Easement Authority’s Conservation
Planner. “It was a lot of collaboration
between two neighbors who ultimately
wanted to see their land protected.”

David was pleased with the
outcome: “We wanted the same thing
the Easement Authority wanted. |
don't think the easement would have
happened if we didn't. We were all
very flexible.”

“Clarke County has been so careful
about conservation,” David adds.
“Easement is good for the landowner
and good for the county. How would you like to wake up and have
a development next door? I didn't do an easement to get a tax
break. I did it because it's good for the community.”

The sprawling landscape offers the Bryants many joys. For
Marti, she frequently goes horseback riding through the fields on
the carefully carved trails, often traversing from Duck Pond to the
homes of friends who live on Pyletown Road. For David, he enjoys
trail shaping with his tractor and keeping an eye on the abundant
wildlife. During this summer’s drought, he even dug a small pooling
area near the house, keeping it filled with water from the hose to
make sure critters always found a place to drink.

On a recent weekday in August, David and Marti were planning
a large family get-together for the upcoming weekend — with
several of the six grandkids, ages 10 to 24, promising to bring
motor bikes to ride the miles of trails.

“We're having so much fun,” Marti smiles. “Every single day, we
say we're so glad we moved here.”

“It's like a wheel,” David adds philosophically. “You think of all
the tears, the joys, the laughter, the fears that happen on a property
over the years. Through our easement, we're making an unending
promise to our neighbors that when we’re gone, this property will
always remain very similar to the way it is today.”

Drought Emergency
Highlights Benefit of Easements

his summer, Clarke County and the surrounding area
experienced some of the harshest drought conditions in
years. The U.S. Department of Agriculture declared the county in
severe drought in July.
Lorien Lemmon, Clarke County’s Conservation Planner
and liaison to the Easement Authority, presented information
on the drought and how the county is collaborating with
nearby counties in the Northern Shenandoah Valley, releasing
information to residents to coordinate the response to
the drought.
Several of the striking statistics about the drought in Clarke
County, found at www.drought.gov in mid-August:
I 18th driest July on record, over the past 130 years.
I 42nd driest year to date over the past 130 years
(January-July 2024)
So how do conservation easements play a role in
lessening the impact of droughts?
“The majority of Clarke County depends on private well
water,” explains Lemmon. “The Easement Authority helps (Over)

Quarterly newsletter published by the Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority
dedicated to preserving properties with natural, cultural or scenic resources worthy of protection

extinguish dwelling unit rights, or DURS, and that in turn helps curtail
how many new wells need to be drilled and takes the pressure off
our groundwater.” Since its inception in 2002, the Clarke County
Conservation Easement Authority has extinguished 311 DURs.

“In addition to preserving the quantity of groundwater, the
Authority’s work establishing easements helps preserve the
quality of the water,” Lemmon points out. “This happens through
additional restrictions within the riparian buffer around wetlands,
ponds, and streams on easement property.”

The drought-impeding practices supported by conservation
easements may include restrictions on developing new buildings and
roads, the prevention of tree removal in some cases — except invasives,
of course — and the fencing out of livestock from bodies of water.

Fortunately, as of press time, the drought severity in Clarke
County had lessened to “moderate,” although Lemmon still advises
voluntarily conserving water.

Summer Interns Gain Skills, Learn About the Land

“Letting nature do its thing”

4 hat’s so nice about Clarke County

is everybody knows everybody,”

Easement Authority summer intern Sara Murray
says. “And it’s great to see people with large
properties placing the land in easement and
letting nature do its thing.” Sara and fellow intern .
Ellen Smith visited more than 120 easement Eﬁ;:;iﬂzﬁ:g“::f ey
properties and, using state-of-the-art Landscape

summer interns. If you
software, recorded data about property changes.

studies and may be
only the Authority but also the students, teaching rorien Lemmon at

know of a student who's
; . . focusing on environmental
The county’s Conservation Planner, Lorien
Lemmon, believes the internships benefit not interested in interning
next summer, contact
them about mapping and data-gathering, as well llemmon@dlarkecounty.
. OoV.
as the geography and history of the county. gk

THANK YOU, DONORS, For Your Generous & Ongoing Support!

(Our most recent donors are included here. Please consider joining this list. Together, we can protect Clarke County’s open spaces.)

Jane Aisles

Deborah J. & Bruce Anderson
Donald & Prudence Anderson
Katherine Anderson

Wayne & Linda Armbrust
Harry Lee Arnold, Jr.

Bob & Patty Aycock

Rives & Jesse Bacon

Susan Bailey

Timothy & Barbara Bandyke
Jim Barb

Kyle & Elizabeth Barbehenn
Robert Barnette

Matthew & Kelbi Bass
Barbara Batterton

Battlefield Estates Civic Association
Hobart & Shelia Bauhan
Thoma Bauhan

Susan & Kenneth Bell

Joy Belluzzi & Justin Demmerle
Harry Benham

Berryville Farm Supply

Donn & Lorene Besselievre
Maxeen Biben

Bill & Anke Blackburn

Doris Bloch

Blue Ridge Hunt

Christopher M. Boies

Dave & Mary Borger

Howard & Carol Borgstrom
Robina Rich Bouffault
Heather & William Bowen
Sly Brisco

Elizabeth Brown & Ralph Dewey
Stuart & Kate Brown

Charles Bruce

Randy Buckley

Steffanie Burgevin

John Burke

Toby Burke

Edward Burks

Edward & Margaret Burks, Jr.
S. David Burns

David & Kelly Burns

Jeff Burridge

Beverly Byrd

Anne Caldwell

Bob & Lynne Cliborne Caldwell
Alice H. Calhoun

Robert” & Sandra Calhoun
Bruce & Joan Cameron

Robin & Jim Cardillo

Arden Carroll

John & Page Carter

Marianne Casey & Russ Wagner
Jane Caspar

Rick & Terri Catlett

Robert & Terry Chandler
Charles & Margaret Chase
Mary Owen Chatfield-Taylor
David Childs

Brooke Chilvers

Lionel & Ann Chisholm

Eung & Sung Choi

Teresa & Tom Clawson
Patricia Cobb

Fredericka Cobey

L N B N B B B &N &N &N _§B _§B & B & &N §B &R B §B & §B &R B B &N §B §B B BN B B |
Please join these individuals in helping preserve open space in Clarke County. Complete & mail this

Clarke Coyn ry

Conserva tio
men
Aut ority
101 Chalmers Court
Berryville, VA 22611

Summer 2024

Robert & Barbara Collis

Todd Combs

Peter Cook

Patricia Corbat

Ursula Coulson

Jeff & Kathleen Crandell

John & Mary Crawford

Thomas & Nancy Daugherty

Laurie Davis

Jim & Emily Day

Rod & AnnMarie DeArment

Alan Demmerle*

Ronald Dicus

Susan Digges

James Dillon

Jane Diven & Todd Canterbury

Michael & Joan Domenica

Lucy Byrd & Steve Dorick

Ernest Downs

W. Lawrence Duncan

Robinson & Reagan Duncan

Christy Dunkle

Pete & Liz Dunning, Jr.

Peggy Duvall

Todd Ellis

Cary Embury

Peter & Kathleen Engel

Richard Erb

Donna Evers, Twin Oaks
Tavern Winery

Donald & Rose Fairman

Farnley Farm

Mazen & Carolyn Farouki

Juliana Fehr & Wendell Combest

Judd Feltner

Andy & Barbara Ferrari

Brian & Nikki Ferrell

Delores Fillebrown

Norman & Joan Fine

Firehouse Gallery

Gary Foster

John & Janet Franceschini

Ned & Norma Fredrickson

Jessica & Roger Friedman

Barry Fry

Susan Gallagher & Michael Williams

Boyd Garlock

Jerome Garver

David George

Michael & Cleo Gewirz

Charles Gillespie

Calvin & Lisa Gloss

Phillip & Beverly Goode

Bob & Lisa Goshen

Laura & Doug Graham

Vernon & M. Leann Grapes

Andrea Greene & Fred Hetzel

Mark & Valerie Gribble

Ted Guarriello, Jr. Family Foundation

Marc & Constance Guevremont

Joseph & Susie Guenther

Janet Hamer

Michelle Hamilton

Matthew Hannan

Rebecca Harriett

Jeff & Celie Harris

Lucille Harris

Harry Harris & Patsy Aikey
Wallace Hartsook
Wendell Hawken
Joseph & Lucia Henderson
Jimmy & Betsy Hill
Thomas Hill
Sven & Esra Hlywiak
Michael Hobert
John Hoel
Dirck Holscher & Karen Fox
Chris & Andie Howells
Jo & Pearce Hunt
Terry & Rosemary Inoue
Robert & Jennifer [rwin
David & Candy Jackson
Douglas & Diane Jackson
Timothy & Tracy Jaeger
David & Dorothy Jelinek
RI. & CL. Jenkins
Bill & Jane Johnston
Matthew Jones, MD & Diane Sheehey
Michelle & Darrin Jones
Barbara Keebler & Terrence Giroux
Jeffrey & Erika Kelble
Charles Keller & William Moroney
George Kerns
Anne Beverley Kerr
The Kinney Family Fund of Arlington
Community Foundation
Hoon Kim
Kelly & Diana Kincannon
Mary Pamela Trought Klein
Eleanor Kobetz
Melvin Kohn*
Jeanne Krohn & Robert Wade
Ginger & Roderick Kronk
June & Warren Krupsaw
Ashley Laird
Frank Lee
G. Robert Lee
Robert & Ann Lesman
Robert J. Levy &
Jennie Lee Thompson
John & Marjorie Lewis
Eric & Sara Lieser
Chris & Nancy Liggett
Patricia Little & Raymond Barbehenn
Joy & Carey Lokey
Gerald Lunt
Juliet Mackay-Smith
Justin & Meridith Mackay-Smith
Matthew* & Wingate Mackay-Smith
Hetty MacKay-Smith Abeles
A. & Leigh Mackay-Smith, Jr.
Paul & Annie Mahon
Gwendolyn Malone
Jane Mandelbaum
Carl & Patricia Maples
Stewart Marr
Charles & Elaine Marshall
Linda Martz
John & Sophee Mason
Sean & Emily Mason
Winslow McCagg
Lester & Catherine McConville
Rebecca White McCoy
Anne McDonald

John Frields & Kendra McDonald

Lee McGuigan

P.T. MdcIntire

Bill & Anne Mcintosh

Sandra & Charlie McIntosh

Bev & Stephanie McKay

Patsy McKelvy

Russell McKelway & Laura Dabinett

Michael McKenney

William & Leslie McLean

Leander & Mary McMillen

William McShea

Howard & Candy Means

Ihrie Means

Julie Miles

Michael & Millicent Miller

Ron & Alisa Miller

Mary Ann Milosavich

Sara Mitchell

Virginia Page Mitchell

Modern Mercantile

David Morris & Selena Smart

Michael W. Morris &
Associates of Virginia

Dev & Betsy Morrison

Eunice Murray

Alfred & Paula Myer

Eric & Martha Myer

Joseph & Tamara Myer

Arvind & Meenakshi Nandedkar

Luke Neff

Sally Neff

Joseph & Lois Nolter

Deb & David Norman

Bill & Lisa Novak

George Ohrstrom Il

Andrew & Bernadette Panitz

Mark Paulson & Eunice Murray

Barbara Payne & Noel Grove

H.O. Peet Foundation

Brian Pence

Stephen & Joelle Pence

Kate Petranech

lona F. Pillion

Bryan & Beth Plater

Joseph Ponte

Eileen Powell

Kenneth Pruitt

Nina & Bob Randolph

Parthenia Randolph

John-Paul Rankin

Victor & Laura Raphael, Jr.

Marc & Eileen Read

Joseph Reiff

Mary Jo Reilly

Hank & Tressa Reuling

Tony Reynolds & Claudia Vivanco

Daniel & Margaret Riley

Grace Ritzenberg

Caroline & David Roberts

Charles & Linda Roberts

lan Roberts

Patricia & Neal Robinson

Alice Rodway

Christopher Rogers

Gerald & Leona Rucker

Ralf & Phyllis Ruedinger

James™ & Mary Ruos
Allison Karter Sams
Murray Schmechel
Robert Schonder
Jack Schutte
Lisa Seeberger
Scott Seeberger
Mary Serock
Darlene & Ralph Shaffer
Lee Sheaffer
Robin Short
Joseph & Denise Sipe
Stephen Skordinski
Peggy Smallwood
Nicholas & Mary Smart
Nick & Kathy Smart
Lowell & Elyse Smith
Nicholas Snow &

Ms. Cathleen McCoy
Bob & Janet Soonthornchai
David & Marcia Speck
Richard Sponseller
John Staelin & Elizabeth Locke
Louise & Robert Stieg, Jr.
Sara Stern
Sid Stern
The Stern Foundation
Eric & Kathryn Steuer
Doris Stimpson
Bess Stuart
Richard Sullivan
Dennis Taylor & Amanda Wilcoxen
Alison Teetor
Walker & William Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Thomas
Donna & Robert Thompson, Jr.
Frank Trumbower
James D. Turner
Vern Underwood & Carol Schiebel
Lockett & Jerry Van Voorhis
E. Hawley Van Wyck
D. Brook Middleton

Virginia Easement Exchange
Laurie Volk
Marcia & Bill Waite
Lora Walburn
Rick Wallace & Tim Harvey
Natalie & Adam Webb
The Clara Weiss Fund
David & Anne Weiss
Jeffrey & Christie Anne Weiss
Karel Wennink
David & Lesa Wesley
Margaret M. Wester
F. Douglas & Judith Whitehouse
Carrie Jean Wilson
Dale & Stacy Wilson
Sylvia Wilson
Mildred Dunn Wilson*
Paul & Brenda Wood
J.L. Wyatt" & KA. Clark
Alan & Sharon Young

“Deceased

form together with your check or credit card instructions in an envelope to the address below.

YES! | want to help preserve open space in Clarke County.

[ Please accept the enclosed donation in the amount checked below made payable to
Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority.

O Instead, please charge my credit card for the amount checked below. [0 MasterCard [JVISA

Account Number

Exp. Date

/ Security Code

Name as it appears on the account

Signature

0$35 0$50 0$75 O$100 0$250 O $500 0 $1,000 O Other $

Name Email
Address
City State ZIP

Make check payable to: Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority & mail to the address at left.

Or make your donation online at www.clarkelandconservation.org




