Clarke County

Conservation Easement Authority

Bylaws
Adopted - 4 September 2002 

Amendment - 19 April 2006

1.  NAME.  The name of the organization shall be the Clarke County Conservation Easement Authority and it was created by Ordinance of the Clarke County Board of Supervisors on the 18th of June, 2002  (a copy of which is attached hereto) pursuant to the Public Recreational Facilities Authorities Act, Chapter 56 of Title 15.2 (§15.2-5600, et seq.), Code of Virginia as amended.

2.  PURPOSE.  The purposes of the Authority are to acquire and/or receive conservation easements, by purchase, gift, or other conveyance; to hold and enforce conservation easements conveyed to it; to administer the Clarke County Conservation Easement Purchase Program pursuant to Chapter 72 of the Clarke County Code; and to exercise any powers authorized by the Public Recreation Facilities Authorities Act. 

3.  DIRECTORS.  The powers of the Authority shall be exercised by a Board of Directors of seven members, appointed by the Board of Supervisors, to be comprised of one member of the Board of Supervisors, one member from the Planning Commission, and five Clarke County citizen members.  The names, addresses, and terms of office of the initial members of the Board of Directors of the Authority are set forth in the attached Ordinance.  At the first meeting of the Board of Supervisors each calendar year, beginning 2003, the Board shall appoint one member from the membership of the Board of Supervisors for a term of one year beginning January 1; one member from the Planning Commission for a one year term beginning May 1, and a member or members to fill expiring citizen member terms, for a term of three years beginning January 1.

4.  MEETINGS.  There shall be quarterly meetings of the Board Directors held in September, December, March, and June of each year.  The Chairperson or a majority of the Board, upon notice to all members, may call additional meetings and representatives of the local press and other media, which may be by telephone notice.  

5.  OFFICERS.  There shall be a Chairperson, a Vice Chairperson to serve as Chair in the absence of the Chairperson, and a Secretary/Treasurer elected by the members of the Board of Directors at the first meeting of each calendar year.  The County Planning Administrator or designate shall serve as Clerk to the Authority, in a non-voting capacity.  The initial officers shall be elected at the meeting of the Board in September of the year 2002.   Election of officers shall be by a majority of the voting board members in attendance at the meeting in person.  

6.  QUORUM.  Majority of the number of Board of Director members (present in person) shall constitute a quorum.

7. COMMITTEES.  The officers shall form such committees, as they deem necessary to transact the business of the organization, and shall appoint the committee chairs and members.

8. Conflict of Interest. The Virginia State and Local Government Conflict of Interest Act (§2.2-3100), et seq., Code of Virginia) applies to the Authority, and the members on the Board shall comply with the provision thereof as to conflict of interest determinations and as to require disclosures, disqualification, and declarations.

9.  AMENDMENT OF BY-LAW.  These by-laws may be amended at any time by vote of a two-thirds majority of all members of the Board of Directors. Provided that written notice of any proposed by-laws changes shall be sent to all Directors at least two weeks before the date of the meeting at which the vote is to be taken and further provided that such amendment is consistent with the Ordinance creating the Authority and the Public Recreational Facilities Authorities Act, Chapter 56 of Title 15.2 (§15.2-5600, et seq.), Code of Virginia as amended.  

10.  PROCEDURE.  Unless otherwise stated, all actions taken shall be by majority vote of Board members present.  All meetings will be conducted in keeping with the most current version of Robert’s Rules of Order.

The foregoing By-Laws were amended by unanimous vote of the Clarke County Easement Authority in meeting assembled, a quorum being present, on 19 April 2006. 

__________________________Secretary/Treasurer 

